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Import and export trade is a major driving force that develops the industry of

Japan and enriches Japanese people's lives. Japan has been making remarkable
progress in all aspects along with the development of import and export trade.
In recent years, Japan's international exchanges of people and goods have
been increasing significantly along with the internationalization of Japan, and
the roles of customs in the forefront of import and export trade has been
becoming extremely important.

In order to accomplish three missions, i,e., ensuring peoples' security and
safety, collecting customs duties and other domestic taxes appropriately and
fairly, and facilitation of import and export trade, the Kobe Customs is
making effort toward the orderly development of import and export trade such
as clearance of import/export cargo, collection of duties and taxes, prevention
of smuggling etc, in cooperation with the local community under the slogan of
"Our Town's National Gate."
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Jurisdiction of Kobe Customs
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There are eight customs and a regional customs as local branches of the
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Ministry of Finance, and these customs have jurisdiction over nine areas in
Japan.

Kobe Customs has jurisdiction over nine prefectures, i.e., Hyogo, four
prefectures in the Chugoku district except for Yamaguchi Prefecture, and the
four prefectures on Shikoku Island, with 15 branch offices, 13 sub-branch
offices, and two guard posts.
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( FHRIHE Customs Flag
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The customs flag was enacted on August 3, 1892. The flag

expresses that the customs is located between the blue part
representing the sea and sky and the white part representing

land.
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History of Kobe Customs
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The predecessor of the Kobe Customs is Hyogo Unjosho, a customs house
established by the Tokugawa Shogunate on January 1, 1868, when the Hyogo
seaport opened for international trade. The Japanese government decided to
rename all Japanese Unjosho to Customs on November 28, 1872. The Hyogo
Unjosho was officially renamed to Kobe Customs on January 4, 1873. Since
then, it has continued expanding along with the development of the Port of
Kobe and an increase in trade in the Taisho, Showa, and Heisei periods. The
present headquarters, the third-generation building of Kobe Customs, was
completed in 1999, and it has been popular as a new symbol of the Port of

Kobe since then.
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The original headquarters building was completed in 1873.1t was a
fine building that was decorated with the imperial chrysanthemum
crest on the front entrance.
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Second-generation
Headquarters
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The headquarters was rebuilt in 1927. Most parts of the building are
still present and form a part of the present headquarters.
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The present headquaners building was designed to give it a ship-like
appearance by using the parts of the old building.
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Prompt Customs Procedures -NACCS-
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The Nippon Automated Cargo and Port Consolidated 15k
System (NACCS) plays an active role in the customs BWHAE (RIRI5ER (RRI15ER BIHAE

clearance of import and export goods.
NACCS connects all the customs, related government = ~
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agencies and private sector online to expedite customs BERRRT BERRRT

procedures on import/export goods and payment of

customs duties and taxes. NACCS has been IR, A, EAREE
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country, and 99 percent of the total import and export
declarations are processed in NACCS. NACCS has a
great effect on the acceleration and rationalization of
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Trade Facilitation -AEO System-
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construction of a reliable partnership between the private sector and customs.
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Authorized Authorized Authorized Authorized Authorized Authorized
Importers' Program Exporters' Program Warehouse Operators' Customs Brokers' Logistics Operators' Manufactures'
Program Program Program Program
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Customs Procedures for Import and Export Cargo
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You may export or import goods subject to customs permission in advance
after your declaration of the goods at the customs.
The customs examines whether the declaration has been made correctly, and
makes a necessary inspection of the goods.
Export or import permission will be given after the customs' examination and
inspection are completed. Import permission, in principle, will be given after

the customs confirms that necessary dues (including customs duties and
consumption tax) are paid.
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Inspection of imported cargo
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Scientific analysis inspection
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Post Clearance Audit
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Under the self-assessment system, importers(taxpayers) are expected to
calculate customs value and amount of taxes correctly, make appropriate
import declarations and pay taxes. Import declarations, however, are not
always correct. Customs officials visit the offices of importers to verify their
import declarations after customs clearance (i.e. importation of goods).
Customs corrects inappropriate declarations and provides importers with
guidance on proper declarations to ensure appropriate and fair taxation.
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Trade Statistics
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Trade statistics are published based on data on export and import
declarations. These statistics are some of the most important statistical
indicators in the economy of Japan and widely used for the government's
economic policies and a reference to corporate management.
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Trade statistics are open to the
public at Kobe Customs' website
and Trade Statistics Reference
Room and customs' headquaters

2 and branches.
RN

{RBEHIE

Regime of Customs (Hozei) Areas
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'Hozei' in Japanese means that collection of customs duties and consumption tax on
foreign cargoes arrived from aboard shall be temporally suspended.

Regime of Customs Areas makes it possible to store foreign cargoes for a certain
period, manufacture any products from foreign cargoes as raw materials and re-
export them, or exhibit foreign cargoes at motor shows, international fairs, etc.
Customs shall give permission for any areas as Customs Areas and control foreign
cargoes stored in such Areas.
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Container yard of Kobe port
(Port Island)(designated customs
# area)
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Observance and Drug Enforcement
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In order to maintain the economic and social order of Japan, customs ofﬁ'cers are stationed
at seaports and airports 24 hours a day and 365 days a year to control the smuggling of
illicit drugs, terrorism-related materials and guns that th}e/;fen the safety of people.
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High-speed boat patrolling on the sea

TIE%%@E?E?HYWDILE I DRFERAA

Drug detector dog active in cracking d_é\{l\n the smuggling of illicit drugs
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Container examination
by large-scale X-ray
inspection system
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Customs officers
inspecting foreign
vessels onboard
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Transition in the number of seizures and the seized quantity of illicit drugs
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Trace Detection System
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¥"Other" includes opium, narcotics (heroin, cocaine, MDMA etc.), psychotropic substances and designated substances.
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Prohibited/Restricted Goods for Import and Export
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[licit drugs, firearms, terrorism-related materials threatening the people’s security and safety.
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Articles infringing upon intellectual property rights, such as counterfeit goods,

are prohibited from import. You should keep in mind that some articles are
prohibited from or restricted to import into Japan.
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Article falhng under CITES
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CITES is an international agreement to ensure that international trade does
not threaten the survival of any species. All import and export of wild
animals and plants covered by the convention have to be authorized through a
licensing system. CITES not only regulates trade in live specimens but also
dead specimens including their manufactured derivatives(e.g.ivory,fur,bone).
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/www.customs.go.jp/mizugiwa/mitsuyu/mitsuyu-dial.htm |




E*U% 72 B?%B LJ -t L/\ ? j o We are looking forward to your visit.
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Admission fee: Free E-mail : kobe-koho@customs.go.jp
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Customs counselors are ready to answer any inquiries concerning customs procedures from travelers, importers, exporters so on.
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The national detailed trade statistics data and public documents which Kobe Customs issues monthly can be easily accessed on the Kobe Customs website for free.
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For consultations and inquiries about customs procedures, contact the nearest customs branch or sub-branch office
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