
2 8  D e c e m b e r,  2 0 0 6  

U p d a t e d  1 5  A u g u s t ,  2 0 2 3  

C u s t o m s  a n d  Ta r i f f  B u r e a u ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e  

 
Summary of  Advance Fi l ing Rules  on Cargo,   

Crew and Passenger  (Pre-arr ival  f i l ing rules)  
 

1 .  The  respons ib l e  par t y :  
The  capta in  o f  the  ves se l  o r  a i r c ra f t  i s  r espons ib l e  f o r  the  

advance  f i l ing .  However,  such  act i ons  m ay  be  done  by  the  owner  
o r  the  admin i s t r a tor  o f  the  vesse l  o r  a i r c ra f t ,  o r  by  an  agent  o f  
the  owner  o r  the  admin i s t ra tor  o r  o f  the  capta i n  o f  the  vesse l  o r  
a i r c ra f t .  
 
 
2 .  F i l in g  dead l i n e  and  In format io n  e l eme nts  

(1 )  Vesse l   
①  Dead l ine  s t ip u la te d  by  the  de s ign ated  area :  

A Cargo  In fo rmat i on  
a )  The  in fo rmat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  unt i l  the  t i me  24  hours  

be fo re  t he  ar r iva l  o f  t he  vesse l  a t  the  p or t  o f  des t inat i o n  in  
Japan .   

( o ther  than  in  cases  b )  and  c )  be l ow)  
b )  The  in fo rmat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  unt i l  the  t i me  12  hours  

be fo re  t he  arr iva l  o f  t he  vesse l  a t  the  p or t  o f  de s t inat i o n  i f  
the  vesse l  a r r i ves  a t  th e  area  i n  Jap an  f rom the  area  o the r  
than  Japan  as  s t ipu l a te d  in  Sec t i on  1  o f  Ann ex  1 .  

 
c )  The  in fo rmat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  be fo re  the  ar r iva l  o f  the  

vesse l  a t  the  por t  o f  des t inat i on  i f  the  vesse l  a r r ives  a t  the  
area  i n  Japan  f r om the  area  o ther  than  Japan  as  s t ipu la ted  
in  Sec t i on  2  o f  Annex  1 .  

 
In  the  app l i c a t i on  o f  t he  dead l ine  above ,  where  the  vesse l  

a r r ives  a t  the  por t  o f  des t inat i on  v ia  another  Japanese  por t  t o  
wh i ch  an  ear l i e r  dead l ine  i s  app l i cab le ,  the  ear l i e r  d ead l ine  
sha l l  be  app l i c ab le  t o  t he  por t  o f  des t inat i on .  ( I f  the  vesse l  
a r r ives  a t  the  por t  v ia  more  than  one  Jap anese  p or t ,  the  
ear l i e s t  dead l ine  sha l l  be  app l i cab le  w i th  pr i o r i ty ) .  



 
B  Passe nger  In f ormat io n  

a )  Pass enger  i n fo rmat ion  sh a l l  be  f i l ed  unt i l  the  t i me  2  
hours  be fo re  the  ar r i va l  o f  t he  vess e l  a t  t he  por t  o f  
des t inat i on  in  Japan .  

( o ther  than  in  case  b )  hereunder )  
b )  Passenger  in f o rmat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  be fo re  the  arr i va l  

o f  the  vesse l  a t  the  por t  o f  des t inat i on  i f  the  vesse l  
a r r ives  a t  th e  area  in  Jap an  f rom th e  are a  o ther  t h an  
Japan  as  s t ipu la ted  in  An nex  2  o r  v ia  o ther  por t s  in  Japan .  

 
②  In f o r mat ion  e l ement s :  

A Cargo  in f o rmat i on  
P lac e  o f  sh ipment ,  p lac e  o f  des t inat i on ,  marks  &  num bers ,  

cargo  desc r ip t i ons ,  quant i t i e s ,  c ons i gne rs  and  c ons igne es  o f  
goods ,  b i l l  o f  l ad ing  number  o r  c ombined  t ranspor t  b i l l  o f  
l ad ing  number  and  in  case  o f  c onta iner  cargo ,  c onta iner  
number  and  t ime  o f  depar ture  o f  the  por t  o f  l oad ing  

 
B  Crew member s  

Name ,  nat i ona l i ty,  da te  o f  b i r th ,  i dent i f i ca t i on  number  
documents  and  r ank  

 
C  Passengers  

Name ,  nat i ona l i ty,  da te  o f  b i r th ,  passpor t  number,  p lace  o f  
embark at i on  and  f ina l  de s t inat i o n  

 
( 2 )  A i r c ra f t   

①  Dead l ines  by  f l i ght  l engt h :  
A Cargo  In fo rm at ion  Dead l ine   

The  in f o rmat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  be f o re  ar r iva l  by  the  
f o l l owing  de ad l ine  p ur suant  t o  respe c t ive  l e ngt h  o f  the  
f l i ght  f r om the  las t  f o re ign  a i rpor t  t o  the  a i rpor t  o f  
des t inat i on  in  Japan .  

    a )  l on ger  t han  5  ho urs  3  hours  be f o re  ar r iva l   
 b )  be t ween  3  hours  and  5  ho u rs  1  hour  be fo re  ar r iva l   
 c )  shor ter  than  3  hours  be f o re  ar r iva l   

 
 



B Passe nger / Cr ew In for mat io n  Dead l i n e   
 Th e  in fo rmat io n  sha l l  be  f i l e d  w i th i n  30  m inutes  a f t e r  
depar t ing  the  las t  f o re ign  a i rpor t  t oward  Japan .  

However,  in  the  case  o f  a  nonschedu led  spec ia l  a i r c ra f t  
such  as  bus iness  j e t  opera ted  by  a i r  carr i e r  o ther  than  
s chedu led  a i r  car r i e r,  the  in fo r mat ion  sha l l  be  f i l ed  be fo re  
ar r iva l  by  t he  f o l l owing  dead l ine  pur suant  t o  respe c t ive  
l ength  o f  the  f l i ght  f r om the  las t  f o re ign  a i r por t  t o  the  
a i rpor t  o f  des t inat i o n  i n  Jap an .  

a )  l on ge r  than  2  hours  90  min utes  be f o re  ar r i va l   
b )  be twe en  1  h ou r  and  2  hours  30  minutes  be fo re  ar r iva l   
c )  shor t er  than  1  hour,  o r  ent er ing v ia  o ther  a i rpor t s  in  

Japanbe fore  ar r iva l   
 

②  In f o r mat ion  e l ement s :  
A Cargo  In fo rmat i on  
A i rpor t  o f  o r ig i n ,  A i rpor t  o f  des t inat i o n ,  marks  &  numbers ,  
cargo  desc r ip t i ons ,  quant i t i e s ,  domic i l e s  o r  r es idences  and  
names  o f  c ons igners  and  cons ignees ,  and  AWB number.  

 
B  Passe nger / Cr ew In for mat io n  

a )  Crew member s  
Name ,  nat i ona l i ty,  da te  o f  b i r th ,  ge n der,  an d  passpor t  

number.  
 

b )  Passengers  
Name ,  nat i ona l i ty,  da te  o f  b i r t h ,  ge nder,  passpor t  num be r,  

p lace  o f  embark at i on ,  and  f ina l  d es t inat i on .  
 



3 .  Excep t i ons  t o  the  Ad vance  F i l ing  Ru le s :  
In  t he  f o l l owing  s i tuat i ons  w here  t h e  advance  f i l ing  i s  

d i f f i cu l t ,  the  in fo rmat ion  sha l l  be  subm i t ted  t o  Custom s  in  
wr i t ing  immedia te ly  upon  the  ar r iva l .  

a )  Fa i lure  o f  the  t e l e com munic at i on  sys t em.  
b )  Em er genc y  c aused  by  f i e r c e  weather  o r  g rave  d amage  t o  

the  vesse l  o r  a i r c ra f t .  
c )  Emer genc y  entry  t o  avo id  danger  c aused  by  the  reasons  

such  as  cargo  l oosen ing ,  out r age  o f  passenger / c rew  or  
s imi lar  reasons  

d )  Forced  ent r y  by  threat  ( e . g .  s ea jack  o r  h i ja c k ing )  o r  by  
the  o rder  o f  the  l o ca l / na t i ona l  gover nment  ent i t y.  

 
 
4 .  Pe na l t i e s :  

Fa i lure  in  comp l ianc e ,  s uch  as  no t  f i l ing  in f o rm at ion  by  the  
spec i f i ed  dead l ine  o r  f a l se  in f o rmat i on ,  i s  sub je c t  t o  the  
f o l l owing  pena l t i e s .  

 
A For  a  vesse l  o r  a i r c ra f t  wh i ch  moves / f l i e s  be tw een  a  f o re ig n  

countr y  and  Jap an  f o r  f o re ign  t r ade  
impr i son  f o r  a  t e rm not  exceed ing  one  (1 )  year  o r  be  l i ab le  
f o r  a  f in e  o f  up  t o  JPY 500  th ous and .  

 
B  For  a  vesse l / a i r c ra f t  o ther  than  above  

impr i son  f o r  a  t e rm not  exceed i ng  one  (1 )  year  o r  be  l i ab l e  
f o r  a  f in e  o f  up  t o  JPY 300  th ous and .  

 
5 .  Date  o f  imp lementat i on  

Febr uar y  1 ,  2007  
 
 
Note :  Th i s  i s  a  pre l iminar y  t r ans la t i on .   P l ease  re f e r  t o  the  

Japanes e  l ega l  t ex t  f o r  d e ta i l s . 


