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Study on the identification of coca leaves using DNA analysis

Junya NAGAKI*, Hiroshi NOGUCHI* and Tomoki SAEGUSA*
*Tokyo Customs Laboratory
2-7-11, Aomi, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-8615 Japan

In Japan, the coca leaf is designated as a narcotic by the Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law. Therefore, imported

goods which are suspected of being coca leaves are examined for the presence of cocaine. In this study, DNA analysis, which is

widely used for species identification, was used to identify coca leaves. The intergenic spacer between trnT and trnL, intron of

trnL, and intergenic spacer between trnL and trnF on the chloroplast DNA were used in this study. As a result, on these three

loci, Erythroxylon coca had different nucleotide sequences from flax (Linum usitatissimum) of a family which is considered to
be closely related to the Erythroxylaceae family, and had identical nucleotide sequences with Erythroxylon novogranatense. To

distinguish coca leaves from other plant leaves using DNA analysis, it is necessary to determine DNA regions in which the

nucleotide sequences from coca species which are controlled as narcotics are different from those from other species of the

Erythroxylaceae family.
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IAFEEHRRITNT L2 0
MR ENTWA 7~ (Linum usitatissimum) OfE+ (=l /2 X5}
DITHFER & Sh TV A8 Y)
212 HE
DNeasy” Plant Mini Kit (QIAGEN #Y)
TaKaRa Ex Taq™ Hot Start Version (TaKaRa Bio %)
ABI PRISM® Big Dye” Terminator v3.1 Cycle Sequencnig Kits
(Applied Biosystems)
77 A ~— (UCP-AB, CD. EF Z—2>Dffl& L TfliH)
UCP-A? : CATTACAAATGCGATGCTCT
UCP-B? : TCTACCGATTTCGCCATATC
UCP-C? : CGAAATCGGTAGACGCTACG
UCP-D? : GGGGATAGAGGGACTTGAAC
UCP-E? : GGTTCAAGTCCCTCTATCCC
UCP-F? : ATTTGAACTGGTGACACGAG
(UCP-A K O'B & trnT & trnL DD A~_X—H—7fHElk, UCP-C
KDL trnL ®4 > b 1 U5, UCP-E X OVF I trnL & trnF
DD ANR—F IR EZ RS 57 T A ~—%ThH D)
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B : FP100A (Q Biogene )
PCR #liFEE : Gene Amp® PCR system9700 (Applied Biosystems )
EXUKENEERE  Mupid-exU (Advance #Y)
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DNA 3 — 2 = #— : ABI PRISM® 3130x] Genetic Analyzer
(Applied Biosystems %)

23 =RE&

a G ERERE N 2 mg, I HEEZN 10mg, aAF YT 4D
FEEOILOE Sy A HOINCK 35 mg, T IMAKRERN 2 mg, 7~ OFE
T 1B (B 5mg) 1220 T, ZREh~A 7 a@mbhT a—7IZ
BELL, YV a=TR— & ANV CEE e Tk L=, =
WL ahxy T 4 ORBUENRR DDk, 2 mg TiX PCR T4
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Taq™ Hot Start Version % FHVNTLL T D4AET PCR 21T > 72,

FOSHRR (1 E53)

10x Ex Taq buffer 2.5ul
dNTP mixture (% 2.5mM) 2.0 pl
Ex Taq (5 U/ul) 0.125 pl
F-Primer (5 uM) 2.0 ul
R-Primer (5 pM) 2.0l
DNA filiHik 2.0 ul
IRBEK 14.375 ul
Gt 25.0 ul
PCR 414
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5% sequence buffer 20w
PR K 6.2 ul
Big Dye terminator ver. 3.1 0.5l
Primer (5 uM) 0.3 ul
FEHL A PCR FEW) 1.0 ul
&8t 10.0 ul
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YA I N —T ARG, =F J — VIR X0 RS
FExREL, DNA —7 =2 —(2 XV PCR YOI %
PE LT,
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FHRARD PCR FEMIZOWT, TBE buffer & VT 1.0%7 A1
— A VERIKEZAT - iR % Fig 10T,

trnT & trnl DD A~ —H—FEI &2 HiE 45 UCP-A K TXB @
TIA w—RTIE, A EREREL, a B a X T KO
2 IR TTIEAY 600bp DHGMRFEM S, 7~ TIIAY 500bp O HIMFFE
WDHER TE T,

trnL O > kv UHE A HES 5 UCP-C X O'D 07T A ~—
KT, A VHEEEL, aWE a Xy T RO WHERT
1359 600bp DIANEFEM SRR TE 7223, 7 =TIk 600bp KUY
700bp O 2 DOIEEM DR TE T,

trnL & trnF O D A~ —Y —fEl 4 Wi 9% UCP-E X O'F @
TIA—RTIE, A VFYERR, I hE, a ¥ T 4 KO
2 IR CIEAY 500bp DIGMRFEEM S, 7~ TIIAY 400bp DHIMEFE
MR C & T,

UCP-AB
2 3 45 6 7 1

UCP-CD
2 3 45 6 7 1

UCP-EF
2 3 45 6 7

Fig.1 Electrophoresis of PCR products
Lane 1,100 bp DNA ladder; Lane 2, Erythroxylon coca Lam; Lane 3,
Erythroxylon novogranatense Hieron; Lane 4, coca leaf; Lane 5, coca candy;
Lane 6, coca powder; Lane 7, Linum usitatissimum
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BRRIRIZDOUVN T, UCP-A LB, UCP-C XD KT UCP-E K&
NF OK T T A ~—xt& HCHilE L7- PCR EEM O IES %
Fig.2~4 |ZR 7,
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UCP-A }. O B DHIIEPEDIT 554 #1425, UCP-C KON D DOHINEPE
Wi 572 ik, UCP-E X O'F OMIREEMIT 467 EdTH D Z &
EHERLTZM, a b v U ahOfREESNITETOEMIZIE
TR—T&®>7, F7-. DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ) Z%%
ENTWHLTF = L L= 2 A, WD T T4 ~—%t % H]
W BIREEM T b 95%LL ED—FrR & /45— Z [Tk ST
pinote,
() 2AE, IAFY T4, TIHK

UCP-A J O} B OEMEFEMIL 555 ¥k, UCP-C & U8 D OHEiFEFE
ML ST2 R CH D Z L AR L, W LB AR —T
&o7=, 72, UCP-E K O'F OEEHEMIZ DN TIE 2 BEED I 467
WS CTHD 2 L ERER LT,
B) 7T~
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UCP-A KO B OHIEMEMIL 415 HEE:, UCP-E KON F OHINEE
W% 320 HEXITHDH Z L &R L, DDBJ ICHEIN TV DT
— X LR L7z & 2 A UCP-A L O'B % AW 2 HEhEEM I3 LT
1% 90%LL EO—BEE R T — X137 <, UCP-E X U'F Z /e
HAWE PEMD -\ C I Linum usitatissimum (7<) & 100%—% L 7=,
F 7=, UCP-C K U'D OHMEEMIC OV TIL, T b O IES %
WETDHZ LIETE ol
(4) AEFEHEREL, A WE, 2 XX T 4. AHRLKOT v

DY IEFF D Lz

SIAEREEL L a HE, ah Xy T . RO R
LI LT L Z A, UCP-A KO B % W7 BEEFEY) Cld, FAIZ
99%—E L (2 HLHANE) . UCP-C T D % HV /- HatREES Tl
2T—%L, UCP-E KO'F & WIS TlE, MAIZ 99%—
B Q HEAHE) Uiz, Fiz, a MR e 7~ OIS0
—HFR(T, UCP-A ' B % F\ 7= R EY) Tl 56%, UCP-EF %
FAWTHBIEEY) Tl 46% Th o7,
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=77 (Erythroxylon coca) & 7"~ (Linum usitatissimum) {(Z-D\»
T, BB & LT OB RS & b L7 & = A, UCP-A &
OB % V7 HalEEY) Cld 554 HiHkrp 44% . UCP-E X U'F #
T MR PED) Tl 467 ik S4%E L= Z Lnh, AR L7z

order family

Malpighiales = Erythroxylaceae

Erythroxylon

JEALZHBWTIE, 2k B oEER L SRR T 27 v &
AT TE D B ghoTe, LinL, T bDEALIZEREW
T, améak/)xRaBBcwd s+ Yk (Erythroxylon
novogranatense) OHEILHEIFNIIENAA LI L, Alalk
FLEZEMNTE I E Py T a b &l T 52 EIXTE RN L
Mo T,

27y ) %R L OTHER ORI ONT, SKRENI A TR
&% —n43¥E1E (NCBI taxonomy database) (2563 & VERK L7247
$EX % Fig.5 12~ 1 %, TREORMITA B ORFIETxigE Uiz
WTho, HWONEER L, abtT<TERL-~UL, abd
XV aBTIEHELLDEVRS Y SERA LT T~ —
TR L~V OFHNTTE 523, L~V ORBNETE 2R ATEE
PERDH D, £i2, =/ FRHTIT 4 JBF 200 T2 O O T H L
THY ., DDBJ IZHHEBFINBERI N TRV DB L AFIEL
TW5,

2012 4= 4 ABIE, DDBJIZBEINTND 2d / IR O D
YEEECA OfEIk T, A EIRE L 7o IR LAMC BERL A DNA Eo
matk R rbcL, 3 kb= KU 7 DNA k0 nad6 £, #HEOEED
HOBRBERINTND, Gtk T HEOBEBNEZHR T HIHT
ST, ZNOOFRAMIETE 2774 v—TCTbRAA 5 LT,
ad, Py vanPbioah ) XRoMY ORI & Y 5
WD D,

genus species

coca Lam
novogranatense Hieron
amplifolium

areolatum

argentinum

confusum

delagoense
emarginatum
macrophyllum
monogynum
novocaledonicum
panamense
sideroxyloides

sp. 'Cholmondely Creek’

africanus

Aneulophus

Nectaropetalum kaessneri

zuluense

Pinacopodium congolense

— Linaceae Linum usitatissimum

— Other 34 families

Other 17 genus Other 53 species

Fig.5 Classification map of Malpighiales
Source : NCBI taxonomy database on website as of 2012.08.15
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xR anEicET 5Ty Uk (Erythroxylon novogranatense ;
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IXTERINoT, A%, DNA 9T K 5 =2 I BEDFRBIE & B+
HIiE, D7 ERRETH D ah, Yy vantEnSto=
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...................... AC.......C...........GG..... . ..G.TT.C..AA.T.C..G.AA.C..CGC.A.T..C.T..C...
110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200
e e e e O ) P P P
TTTTCATTCTTAGTTATTCATAATTAATATCAATATAGGAATAAAATATGAATATAGAAATGAAATATGAATATAGAAATGAATATAGAAAAAAAAA-TA
P A
................................. G
210 220 230 240 250 260 210 280 290 300
SRV (VRN RN PPN PRI PR DRV (PR PAPRPR PR PRI PRV IRV PSR PRSP PRI PRI PRI U PR |
GAAAAGAATTGACCGTTCGAGTACTCCAAATTACGCGATAAAAAATAAGAGTAGGAGAGTCATATAATATATAATAAATATGATATATATATACATACAT
...................................... L
e Aol G.... T.T.C...TTA...— ... C...——.AG...GCT..G.T.....A....G..GC......—..... G.
310 320 330 340 350 360 370 380 390 400
SRV (VRN AR PPN PRI PRV DRV (PR PAPRPRN PR PRI PRV IRV PSR PRSP PR PRI PRI U P |

C....C..TTA.... .. Ao G A.G.C.........G. TC.T.ATCCCCC. CA. . CCC. A. . AAGG. GG. TATGG. TC. TGGGGT
410 420 430 440 450 460 470 480 490 500
R S P At A o PR PRV PR RO P PPN PR PR P A P

. G. CGC. . CGGAC. . . . .. CCC-—C..AT..CC.T.C.. T...AC. TA.AC. . . TAG. . AAG. ATA.G. . . C.T..G .. AL AA A . GGG
510 520 530 540 550 560
SR N A PRt PR PR AU VU U PR PR P

Fig.2 Nucleotide sequences of samples using primers UCP-A and B
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Fig.3 Nucleotide sequences of samples using primers UCP-C and D
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AALT. .G T AC.A ... .. .. ATCC. . ... ... .. C.G.TTC...TCC..A........ A T..AAGA......
110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200
P P P
TCACAAACGTATCAGGACTGAATTTAATTTTTTCTTTTTACAAGTCTTGT TTGTGATAGATATGATACACATACAACTAAACATCTTTGAGCAAAATAA
......................... P
T..... AT.C.TT...G...... G..... CT..A..C..... TAA..C...GA. ... G..A........ G..AG........ TTTTTG. . C.
210 220 230 240 250 260 210 280 290 300
SRV (VRN AR PPN PRI PRV DRV (PR PAPRPRN PR PRI PRV IRV PSR PRSP PR PRI PRI U P |

..CTA.GGA..CC...... C..... GG...AAC...CCG...C....T.TTG.CA. .GT... TCGA. . AATT..T..T.G..AT..C..C
310 320 330 340 350 360 370 380 390 400
SRV (VRN AR PPN PRI PRV DRV (PR PAPRPRN PR PRI PRV IRV PSR PRSP PR PRI PRI U P |
AATCAATTCCAAGTCCTGGATAGGATTTTAGAAGACTTTCTGATCTTTTTTTTAATTGACATAGACCCAAGACCTTTAGTAAATTATTAAAATGTAAATT
PP
...GC... TAGTAAAG. . A. G. A. TCG. CGCGTCG
410 420 430 440 450 460 470
PR (PR AR PR PRI PR PR (VU AP PR PR P A P

Fig4 Nucleotide sequences of samples using primers UCP-E and F



