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Analysis of Leaf Moulds

Junko MISAKA*, Kenji ARAT* and Fumio NAKAMURA*
*Central Customs Laboratory, Ministry of Finance
6-3-5, Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa, Chiba 277-0882 Japan

The carbon nitrogen ratio (C/N ratio) of various samples was measured. First, the fallen leaves around the

Central Customs Laboratory were gathered, and the decrease of the C/N ratio with elapsed time was measured.

Second, the value of the C/N ratio of commercial leaf moulds was found to be about 50 or less.
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Fallen leaves (a) Leaf moulds (b)

Fig. 1 Comparison of fallen leaves and leaf moulds.
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Fig. 2 Change of accumulated fallen leaves.
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Fig. 3 Change of C/N ratio measured at fixed intervals.
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Table C/N ratios of commercial leaf moulds.
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Sample

C/N Ratio
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50.57
47.68
47.35
33.82
30.88
27.87
26.53
26.30
26.10
26.06
25.52
24.99
24.91
24.55
22.02
19.30
18.80
17.19
16.42
15.35




