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Screening reagentes, developed by the Tokyo Customs Laboratory (cf. The Reports
of Central Customs Laboratory, No.28,1988), for the identification of abused drugs,
such as methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis are of great use in Customs
inspection site. However, the development of more simplified screening reagents has
been expected by local inspectors. Sensitivity for detection and easiness in handling
were improved. As a result, it is showed that screening reagents are easily prepared
at the customs laboratory in a short time. The improved reagents are useful for both

field and laboratory.
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Table1 Selectivities of the reagents to methamphetamine and the related compounds

No.28 P23 1988

Drug ang the related compounds | Simon’s reagent Modified reagent
. Blueish violet Blueish violet
Methamphetamme (%%é) (%%5
Proline Blueish violet Blueish violet
(%F (BER)
Phenetyrine Light blue Light Blueish violet
. Blueish violet Light Blueish violet
Hydroxyproline (EFE) (T )
Isoleucine Violet —_—
. Light Blueish
Arginine violet
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